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ARCATA & MAD RIVER 


By Stanley T. Borden 


The cry of “gold’’ started the trek to California; it founded the 
state that for more than 100 years has poured its wealth into the 
union; and it was responsible for the organization of California’s 
earliest railroads. So it was with the Sacramento Valley Railroad, 
which opened for business on February 22, 1856; the California 
Central, the Central Pacific, and the predecessor of the present day 
Arcata & Mad River Railroad. That the redwood products of the 
area should have so hastily replaced the gold is fortunate indeed, for 
had it not been thus there would be no railroad today up the valley 
of the Mad River. The mines have ceased to function as a major role 
in California's northwest, but lumber products have not. 

By 1850 gold seekers had learned that the easiest way to reach 
the mining country of Trinity County was to travel by boat to Hum- 
boldt Bay, and then strike out over the mountains. In that year two 
rival towns sprang up, both catering to the miner and seeking to 
outstrip the other. These were the communities of Eureka and Union. 
Eureka was fortunate in being on deep water, but such was not the 
luck of Union, which was established on the north shore of Humboldt 
Bay by the Union Company for the purpose of supplying the mines. 
The countryside around Union, which was renamed Arcata in 1860, 
proved fertile and was soon settled. The giant stands of redwood 
trees attracted lumbermen from the time of the first settlements, and 
the first lumber mill was set up on the bay in 1850. In four years 
there were nine mills around the bay employing 300 men, cutting 
200,000 board feet of lumber and 88,000 lath a day. Products were 
shipped to San Francisco and supplies brought in by ship, but due 
to the shallow water of the north bay it was a laborious job to get 
the products to and from the ships in deep water. 

So it was on December 15, 1854, that the Union Wharf & Plank 
Walk Company was incorporated. It might be said that this was a 
real estate scheme, but it definitely comes under the heading of a 
port railroad. That it was not long in construction is borne out by 
the files of the Humboldt Times which show in its issue of February 
22, 1855, that . . . ‘we are now enabled to show a substantial railroad 
from town (Union) to the end of the wharf, one mile long, over 











which passenger and freight cars are running regularly, almost every 
hour.” This then was Union's answer to the deep water problem. 

By late spring the railroad was built two miles over the mud 
flats of the bay to where ships could tie up to receive and discharge 
passengers and merchandise. Most of the railroad was a trestle of 
piling driven into the mud which was covered at high tide with 
water. The track was made of wooden rails set to a gauge of 451, 
inches, over which a four wheel car was drawn by an old white horse, 
named ‘Spanking Fury,” serving for many years as motive power. 
It is said that the gauge was set by the builders when in their haste 
they fell upon the first available pair of wheels. 

While other railroads in the western states spread their networks 
of rail over the countryside, and started consolidating into the 
monopolies of the period, the two miles of wharf railroad continued 
to serve the purpose of its organization. Nothing seemed to alter its 
existence until 1875, when three events were noted, and the slim 
gauge of Humboldt County itself began on a period of growth, 
measured not by hundreds of miles, but more by tenths of miles. 

The road had “modernized” its name and was now known as 
the Union Plank Walk & Railroad Company. It was in the same 
year that the road put into service its first steam locomotive, named 
the Black Diamond. It had an upright boiler on a four wheel car 
and had a geared engine with two oscillating cylinders. It worked 
satisfactorily for a few years and then a horizontal boiler was 
installed. On level track it could pull six cars having a total capacity 
of 2500 feet of lumber. It was built by Lewis Parsons in the shops 
of the Eureka Iron Works. Also at this time strap iron was laid 
on the wooden rails. 

The railroad made its first extension in the same year when it 
laid three-quarters of a mile of track northeast from Arcata to the 
new Dolly Varden mill erected by Noah Falk and Isaac Minor. Noah 
Falk installed the first bandsaw in this mill, but it was not successful 
and was removed. To haul logs he bought a locomotive which had 
first been used in San Francisco for leveling sand dunes. Falk later 
moved this locomotive to his Elk River Mill & Lumber Company 
mill at Falk where it was used for many years. It is preserved and 
can be seen at Sequoia Park in Eureka. The following year Falk and 
Minor built their Jolly Giant mill and the railroad was again extended 
one-half mile northeast to the mill. 

The Arcata Transportation Company was organized on June 
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No. 2, the “Arcata,” was work horse on the wharf. 


Arcata passenger depot with No. 2 in the train shed. 











15, 1878, and took over the railroad properties as successor to the 
Union Plank Walk & Railroad Company. The first order of business 
for the new company was to order construction, across the bay at 
Fairhaven, of a stern-wheeled steamer, the Alta, which was placed in 
service carrying passengers and freight between the wharf and 
Eureka, a distance of five miles. This replaced a small side- 
wheeler, the Gussie McAlpine. The one addition to the road’s 
mileage under this regime came in 1880 when Isaac Minor built 
his Warren Creek mill with a capacity of 30,000 feet per day 
and a logging railroad four miles up Warren Creek. The Arcata 
Transportation Company extended the railroad three and one-half 
miles to this mill. 

Impending progress brought many problems so articles of in- 
corporation for the Arcata & Mad River Railroad were filed on July 
22, 1881. The purpose set forth was to construct and operate from 
the main ship channel at the northerly end of Humboldt Bay to the 
north fork of the Mad River. The directors for the first year were 
G. W. B. Yocum, R. M. Fernald, B. Deming, E. A. Deming, and 
Austine Wiley. The capital stock was $60,000. 

The road was an extension of the Arcata Transportation Com- 
pany’s line, the initial point being Isaac Minor’s mill at Warren 
Creek. Locomotive No. 1, the Black Diamond, was no longer 
suitable, so a new locomotive was purchased from the Porter Loco- 
motive Works of Pittsburgh, Pa. It was an 0-4-0 tank, given the 
name of Arcata and the number 2. The strap rail was replaced 
with 35 pound “T” rail to complete the improvements. The railroad 
was scheduled to be completed to North Fork by March 1, 1882, for 
passengers, freight, lumber, etc., Yocum and Fernald, proprietors. 

Korbel had its inception as North Fork in 1882 when the 
Korbel brothers, Francis, Anton and Joseph, founded the Humboldt 
Lumber Mill Company, with a daily capacity of 70,000 feet. The 
newly-incorporated Arcata & Mad River Railroad reached the town 
shortly thereafter. Long range plans of the Korbels included owner- 
ship of the railroad and this was effected when the three brothers 
acquired the property the following year. They immediately projected 
a logging line into the dense forests, and to furnish sufficient motive 
power for the line they purchased two locomotives from the Golden 
State & Miners Iron Works of San Francisco. These were No. 3, 
named North Fork, an 0-4-4 tank, and No. 4, the Ezreka, an 0-4-2. 
The Arcata & Mad River belonged exclusively to the Korbel family 
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The gentleman with the bowler is Mr. V. Zaruba, superintendent of the A&MR under the 

Korbels, and he is seated on an inspection car which he and his workmen constructed in the 

company shops. This picture was taken on the wharf on June 1, 1893. Soon thereafter 
Mr. Zaruba became superintendent of all Korbel holdings in Humboldt County. 











and the officers were listed as Francis Korbel, president; Anton 
Korbel, vice-president; Joseph Korbel, secretary-treasurer; Anna 
Korbel, superintendent; and the mother of this thriving railroad 
family, Mrs. Theresa Korbel, held the office of general manager. 

In addition to their own logging line, other branches soon 
became necessary when, in 1885, Isaac Minor opened his new mill at 
Glendale, cutting 45,000 feet per day and supporting a three mile 
logging railroad of its own. The Arcata & Mad River built a quarter 
mile branch to this mill, and again the following year built another 
quarter-mile line to a new mill at Riverside operated by Chandler, 
Henderson & Co., cutting 40,000 feet per day. This mill later became 
the Riverside Lumber Company. To handle the ever-increasing traffic 
the Arcata & Mad River bought another locomotive in 1888 from 
Baldwin, which was numbered 5, given the name of Blue Lake, and 
was a 2-4-0. The Arcata & Mad River locomotives were also used by 
the Humboldt Lumber Mill Company for logging in the woods. 

In the same year the steam schooner North Fork was built for the 
Korbel brothers by Bendixsen at Fairhaven. This was the only steam 
schooner operated under the Korbel flag and supplemented the sail- 
ing ships that were also operated. The North Fork could carry 
425,000 feet of lumber, and was of 322 tons displacement and 390 
horsepower. Operating from the wharf at Arcata to other coastal 
ports, it eventually came under the flag of the extensive Charles 
Nelson Company fleet of sailing and steam schooners, finally be- 
coming stranded at Punta Gorda on September 12, 1919. 

In 1891 the Humboldt Lumber Mill Company was listed as 
owning one mile of 4514 inch gauge track and one locomotive, an 
0-4-0 tank named the Gypsy. The following year the lumber com- 
pany changed the name of the saw mill town to Korbel, and secured 
its first post office. Prior to this, mail had been handled out of the 
Blue Lake office and brought into North Fork by hand-car. This 
same year the railroad was extended up the Mad River to Canyon 
Creek, making it three miles from Riverside and four miles from 
Korbel. 

Operations on the Arcata & Mad River were not without their 
attendant disasters, though most were minor in nature. However, a 
major catastrophe struck the Sunday afternoon passenger train on its 
trip from Arcata on September 13, 1896, when the engine, one box 
car and two passenger coaches, fell through the Mad River truss 
bridge, 35 feet to the dry river bed. Of 33 persons on board the 
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Aftermath of disaster which befell passenger train on September 13, 1896. 








train, seven were killed, and all but three of the rest were badly 
injured. 

Another 2-4-0 was purchased from Baldwin in 1901, numbered 
6, and named Hoopa after the Indians of the district. Also in this 
year the California & Northern Railway was built to connect Eureka 
and Arcata, crossing the Arcata & Mad River tracks near the wharf. 
With the completion of the California & Northern, the passenger and 
freight business of the Arcata & Mad River between the two bayside 
cities which was being handled by boat was now transferred to the 
railroad. The steamer A/ta made its last scheduled run on March 15, 
1902, between Eureka and the wharf. It was eventually sold to a 
gun club and beached for use as a club house. 

In February, 1903, a new company was formed consisting of 
owners of the Riverside Lumber Company and the Charles Nelson 
Steamship Company, which purchased the Humboldt Lumber 
Mill Company, including the mills, timber land, and the Arcata & 
Mad River Railroad. The new corporation was known as the 
Northern Redwood Lumber Company, and included the mill of the 
former Riverside Lumber Company, which it continued to operate 
as the Riverside mill. This new organization included H. W. Jackson, 
Frank Graham, Charles Nelson, James Tyson, and A. Kendall. The 
locomotives were renumbered, No. 1 having been left vacant with 
the retirement years earlier of the Black Diamond, with Nos. 2, 3, 4, 
5, and 6 becoming Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 respectively. In 1905 second 
No. 6, named the Northern, a 2-4-2, was purchased from Baldwin, 
the last of the narrow gauge rod engines. A two-truck Heisler geared 
locomotive was purchased from the Heisler Locomotive Works of 
Erie, Pa., in 1906, and it was lettered Northern Redwood Lumber 
Company No. 2, the Gypsy being No. 1. It was followed in 1910 
by No. 3, another two-truck Heisler. The wharf at Arcata was also 
strengthened so that all the locomotives of the Arcata & Mad River 
could operate onto it. During the Korbel regime only the Arcata was 
used on the wharf, operating regularly between the Arcata station 
and the end of the wharf. 

Meanwhile, consolidations among neighboring railroads were 
taking place that would eventually alter the course of the narrow 
gauge. In 1908 the Northwestern Pacific acquired the San Francisco 
& Northwestern Railroad, which had taken over the California & 
Northern in 1903, and gained entrance into Arcata. Following this 
in 1911 they took over the Oregon & Eureka, which gave them a 
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No. 3, the “North Fork,’ at Riverside Lumber Co. mill. 





No. 3 at the log dump in the mill pond at North Fork. 





No. 5, the “Blue Lake,” at the Minor mill at Glendale. 
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rail line to Trinidad. The completion of the Northwestern Pacific 
rail line through to the south on October 23, 1914, made it possible 
to ship products from Humboldt County by rail to any place in 
the country, and much business that formerly went by ship now 
went by rail. 

Because of the steamship interests of the owners, however, it 
was not until 1925 that the Arcata & Mad River laid a third rail 
from Korblex to Korbel so that standard gauge cars could be brought 
to Korbel, and Korblex was made the interchange point with the 
Northwestern Pacific. The locomotives were equipped with three 
coupler pockets, the lower center one being used for the narrow 
gauge cars and the two upper ones used for standard gauge cars, 
the automatic coupler being used in the proper pocket depending 
on which direction the engine was facing. Most of the double truck 
narrow gauge cars were equipped with automatic couplers, but some 
of them, and all of the four wheel bobby cars, carried link and pin 
couplers to the end, the narrow gauge automatic couplers having a 
slot in the knuckle to take the link and pin couplers. 

Satisfied with the performance of the two Heislers over the rod 
engines in the woods, in 1921 the Northern Redwood Lumber Com- 
pany acquired No. 4, another two-truck Heisler. For some time the 
first Heislers had been designated H-2 and H-3 to avoid mistakes 
on train orders as both Arcata & Mad River and Northern Redwood 
Lumber Company locomotives were used on the main and logging 
lines, but in 1921, shortly after the arrival of No. 4, the geared 
power was renumbered 22, 23 and 24. In the following year another 
two-truck Heisler was purchased and became No. 25. 

In a guide to Humboldt County issued in the latter part of the 
nineteenth century the Arcata & Mad River was described as “‘traver- 
sing the fertile alluvial plains adjacent to Humboldt Bay and the 
lower valley of the Mad River and penetrates a vast body of redwood 
timber along that river. Five great mills forward their output over 
it and a rich and extensive agricultural district and the towns of 
Glendale, Blue Lake and Korbel furnish a constant traffic.” 

During the narrow gauge’s best years its main line ran from 
the end of the wharf, two miles out in Humboldt Bay, to Korbel, a 
distance of 12.9 miles. The wharf was always crowded with ships 
loading lumber and unloading merchandise even up to the closing 
of the mill in 1933. Steam lumber schooners moved most of the 
lumber which was brought down to the wharf chiefly on the four 
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No. 5, the “Blue Lake,” at Arcata engine house. 
No. 3, before rebuilding, on Mad River bridge. 
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Korbels’ lumber schooner, the “North Fork.’ 
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In early days the wharf was visited mostly by sailing vessels. 





In later years larger ships came, but always the wharf was busy. 
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No. 3 at a landing in the woods catching some spot time. 
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wheel bobby cars. Until the end of service in 1902, the Arcata & 
Mad River steamer A/ta made several trips daily between the wharf 
and Eureka carrying passengers, mail and freight, connecting with 
the numerous passenger, freight and lumber trains operating between 
the wharf and Korbel. Besides the main line, there was the quarter 
mile branch to Isaac Minor's mill at Glendale and 14.5 miles 
of logging lines up the Mad River and its tributary streams, so 
that counting sidings, spurs and yard tracks there were about 
40 miles of 4514 inch gauge railroad in use. Several narrow 
gauge steam cranes were used to stack lumber in the drying yards 
across the river from Korbel. Picnic trains on holidays and Sundays 
in summer transported thousands of pleasure seekers to Camp Bauer 
on the north fork above Korbel and to the park at Blue Lake. School 
trains were run between Korbel and Arcata and were actually the 
last passenger trains to operate. At Arcata there was an engine house 
and turntable, car shops, and a depot with a two track train shed. 
Semaphore signals were used to protect the crossings with the North- 
western Pacific at Arcata and just north of Korblex. In late years 
the following stations were listed on the dispatcher’s sheet: 0.0 Kor- 
bel, 0.4 Riverside, 1.9 Blue Lake, 2.7 Nortons, 3.6 Glendale, 4.2 
Swansons, 5.7 Warren Creek, 7.5 Korblex, 8.0 Janes Creek, 8.8 
Alliance, 10.2 Arcata — 10th Street, 10.7 Arcata — Station, and 
12.9 Wharf. 

Portending things to come, though the narrow gauge was still 
very active, was the conversion in 1925 of the logging line from 
Korbel into the woods from 451/, inch gauge to the standard four foot 
eight-and-a-half inches, and the addition of the third rail from 
Korblex to Korbel. New logging cars were purchased and the 
Heislers were converted to standard gauge. This was followed in 
1928 with the acquisition of a standard gauge 2-8-2 tank locomotive 
from the Charles Nelson Lumber Company. It was numbered 7 on 
the latter road and the new owners, Northern Redwood Lumber 
Company, retained the same number. Due to the heavy weight of 
the No. 7, it was found necessary to rebuild the logging railroad, 
and The Pacific Lumber Company's No. 27, 2-6-2, was leased for 
the construction. The main line to the woods, which had been laid 
with 50 pound rail, was relaid with 70 pound. 

The depression hit the redwood industry hard and the River- 
side mill was closed down. Passenger business became poor and 
was discontinued with the closing of schools for the summer on 
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June 6, 1931. When a locomotive was no longer needed in service 
it had been the custom to store it behind the Riverside mill. In 
1932 Arcata & Mad River engines No. 1, 2 and 3 and Northern 
Redwood Lumber Company No. 1 were towed to Arcata and 
scrapped. It was indeed a sad day for the narrow gauge. Business 
went from bad to worse, and in 1933 the mill was closed down and 
the railroad suspended regular service. 

But the narrow gauge was not quite dead, and was due to receive 
one more shot in the arm, though nothing ever materialized from it. 
In the early 30’s the City of Eureka began surveying the Mad 
River for a reservoir site. Eventually a location just above 
old Camp 4 was chosen and the Arcata & Mad River was offered 
the chore of hauling in the materials. But again fate dealt the fatal 
blow—the wharf at Arcata, to be used in the operations, was no 
longer deemed safe, and the plan was abandoned. The rails up the 
Mad River were removed, and the right-of-way made into a truck 
road. One last trip was made out onto the wharf to remove remaining 
rolling stock; the narrow gauge had breathed its last. 

Engines Nos. 4, 5, 6, 7, 22, 23, and 24 were stored in the 
engine house at Korbel while No. 25 was used as a stationary boiler 
to supply steam for the fire pumps. About once every four weeks a 
run was made down to Korblex with an empty oil car which was 
exchanged for a loaded one to supply No. 25. The “train” was gen- 
erally handled by No. 22. No. 7 was taken from storage in 1937 
and leased to Hammond Redwood Company who renumbered it 14. 

The railroad became still, and the mill was tended only by 
maintenance men. But across the oceans there were rumblings, and 
farsighted residents of the Mad River area who had always said 
that the Arcata & Mad River would run again were about to be 
vindicated. Prosperity in a never-before-dreamed-of fashion was 
about to settle on this pioneer railroad and the countryside. 

Under F. A. Rogers and F. Hill, the Northern Redwood Lumber 
Company was reorganized in 1941, and in the following year the 
first of two government loans were granted to the company for the 
purpose of getting the mill and the railroad back into working order. 
No. 4 had been scrapped during the first year of reorganization and 
Nos. 5 and 6 followed in 1942. The narrow gauge rail was removed, 
the track between Korblex and the end of the wharf, which had 
never had the third rail laid, along with installations in Arcata, was 
abandoned, and the narrow gauge cars were burned. This brought 
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No. 1, the “Arcata,” after renumbering, with train at Arcata. 





The ‘Gypsy’ was No. 1 of HLM Co. and NRL Co. 
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to a close the story of the narrow gauge with its odd 4514 inch gauge. 

The project of getting underway again was dispatched with 
rapidity, due in no small measure to the maintenance that a handful 
of men had given the railroad and the mill. No. 7 was returned by 
the Hammond Redwood Company in 1942 and was sold to the 
United States Government. To replace it a two-truck Shay geared 
locomotive was purchased from the Lamson Logging Company in 
Washington, and this engine became Arcata & Mad River No. 7. In 
addition, the four Heislers were placed back in service. With the 
reopening of the mill only the 7.5 miles of Arcata & Mad River 
track between Korbel and Korblex was put into operation and about 
10 miles of Northern Redwood Lumber Company logging railroad 
up the north fork of the Mad River to the woods. On January 24, 
1943, Heisler No. 24 crashed through a trestle on top of an incline 
near Camp 8, killing the engineer and injuring the fireman, and 
was scrapped. In 1945 a three-truck Shay was bought from the 
Yosemite Sugar Pine Company and became Northern Redwood 
Lumber Company No. 5, replacing No. 23, which was scrapped. 

A Baldwin 750 horsepower diesel-electric and a General Electric 
660 horsepower diesel-electric were tried out on the railroad in 1950. 
It was found that neither could pull as many logging cars up the 
grade to the woods as No. 5, and both were too heavy for the 50 
pound rail with which the Arcata & Mad River was laid. The fol- 
lowing year found Heisler No. 22 unfit for further service and it 
was sold for scrap, replaced in July of that year by the purchase of 
Hammond Lumber Company’s No. 12, a 2-6-6-2 tank mallet, which 
retained the same number on the Arcata & Mad River. It was used 
between Korbel and Korblex, being too large for the woods track- 
age, and bears the distinction of being the largest steam locomotive 
in the Redwood Empire. 

The next year found the last of the faithful Heislers taken out 
of service and scrapped, and for the first time all power on both 
railroads had been acquired since the reorganization. But the purchase 
of motive power was far from completed, for in July of 1953 they 
bought McCloud River Railroad No. 23, a 2-6-2, which was renum- 
bered Arcata & Mad River No. 11, and was to be used to supplement 
No. 12. In October of the same year, however, the fortunes of steam 
took a decided turn for the worse when No. 101 graced the road’s 
roster, a 380 horsepower diesel-electric purchased from the Pine Flat 
Dam Contractors, which was followed in February of the next year 
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Last narrow gauger purchased was No. 6, the ‘Northern.’ 


Scene at Korbel with renumbered engines 4, 5, and 2, and some coaches. 
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1914 scene at Korbel engine house. Left to right, Nos. 3, 4, 5, 6, 2, H2, 1, H3. y 





Scene at the Korbel depot during the hey-day of the narrow gauge, 


shortly before the coming of the third rail. 
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Carter-built coach in Arcata passenger depot shed. 
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by the addition of its mate from the same source, which became No. 
102. Under present operations Nos. 5 or 7 work the woods lines, and 
Nos. 101 or 102 handle the Arcata & Mad River. The fate of all 
steam power, including the latest acquisitions, is a mute question, 
as the company plans conversion to all diesel-electric motive power 
at an early date. Other modernizations include gradual replacement 
of the main line with 70 pound steel. 

Since the end of World War II lumber mills have been steadily 
building along the Arcata & Mad River right of way and business 
has been booming. The railroad has become little more than a 
switching line with spurs which now serve 15 shippers, whose names 
have replaced the station locations on the dispatcher’s sheet. It takes 
nearly eight hours to make the round trip of 15 miles picking up 
the loaded cars from Korbel to Korblex and spotting the empties 
on the return. The daily average car loadings are enough to place 
the road among the highest paying railroad properties per mile in 
the United States, and the record train in its entire 100 years of 
existence was the 50 loads handled on one day in December, 1953— 
on a 7.5 mile railroad which had its beginnings just a few miles 
away, earlier than any other railroad on the entire Pacific slope. 

And that is the story of the Arcata & Mad River Railroad and 
its predecessors, from horse drawn cars on wooden rails, to the most 
modern form of propulsion. 

In the 100 years that the Arcata & Mad River has been in exist- 
ence there have been several other railroads operating in the same 
area. The first of these was Vance’s Mad River Railroad which was 
opened in 1875 and ran between Mad River Slough to John Vance’s 
mill at Mad River (later named Essex) on the north bank of the 
Mad River. In 1892 it became the Humboldt Bay & Mad River 
Railroad, and four years later it was reorganized as the Eureka & 
Klamath River Railroad and built from Samoa to Arcata, then 
paralleled the Arcata & Mad River to the Mad River where it crossed 
the river to Essex and then north. It crossed the Arcata & Mad River 
tracks at Arcata and just north of Korblex. It was again reorganized 
in 1904 as the Oregon & Eureka Railroad and in 1911 was purchased 
by the Northwestern Pacific Railroad as their line to Trinidad. In 
1932 the Northwestern Pacific abandoned all trackage north of 
Korblex. 

The California Barrel Company operated a logging railroad out 
of Essex between 1916 and 1927, when it was moved to their North 
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NRL Co. No. 4 arrived at Arcata in 1921 aboard a flat car. 





A&MR No. 5, the “Hoopa,” with a log train in the woods. 
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NRL Co. No. 4 as a narrow gauge Heisler in the woods. 
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Fork Camp on Long Prairie Creek, a tributary of the north fork of 
the Mad River, where it connected with the Northern Redwood 
Lumber Company’s logging line. The North Fork Camp logging 
railroad was about five miles long including a 6000 foot incline 
built on a 50 per cent grade. The Northern Redwood Lumber Com- 
pany hauled the log trains to Korbel where they were turned over 
to the Arcata & Mad River for the trip to the Northwestern Pacific 
interchange at Korblex. Their mill was at Arcata. This operation 
was Closed down in 1932, reopened in 1936 with the logs being 
taken to Arcata by truck, but closed permanently in 1938 and the 
track removed and engine scrapped in 1941. Their motive power for 
both operations consisted of one 28-ton two-truck Shay built in 1914. 

The California & Northern Railway was built between Arcata 
and Eureka, crossing the Arcata & Mad River tracks at the north 
end of the wharf. It was completed in 1901 and immediately leased 
to the Eel River & Eureka Railroad who began operations the same 
year. In 1903 the California & Northern was purchased by the San 
Francisco & Northwestern Railroad which in turn was purchased by 
the Northwestern Pacific Railroad in 1908. While the California & 
Northern was being built the Eureka & Klamath River started build- 
ing between Arcata and Eureka, and a mad race was soon on to see 
who would finish first. The California & Northern won so the other 
road removed their tracks. 

The Humboldt Northern Railway was built in 1905 by the 
Dolbeer & Carson Lumber Company between Fairhaven and Dows 
Prairie, with a branch to Arcata which paralleled the Arcata & Mad 
River for a short distance and connected indirectly via the North- 
western Pacific. This line was later purchased by the Little River 
Redwood Company which in turn was purchased by the Hammond 
Lumber Company. The Arcata branch was sold in 1950 to Simpson 
Logging Company, over which Northwestern Pacific trains operate 
to the Simpson mill. 

In 1880 Isaac Minor built a mill at Warren Creek and a logging 
railroad four miles long up Warren Creek. The mill burned in 1885 
so he constructed a mill at Glendale and a three mile logging rail- 
road, and the Arcata & Mad River built a quarter mile branch to the 
mill. The mill and logging railroad closed in 1911. 

Still in the railroad building business, Minor again went up 
Warren Creek with a four mile line in 1917 and 1918. This time 
he held a lucrative contract to furnish the rock for the Humboldt 
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No. 4, the “Blue Lake,’ in the last days of the narrow gauge at Korbel. 








No. 5, the “Hoopa,’” with added “modern” improvements. 





Remains at Arcata after abandonment in 1942. 











Narrow gauge cars stacked for burning in 1942. 
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The last Heisler in service was NRL Co. No. 25. 











Bay jetties, and a quarry was located high on the hill side. Five 
successive switchbacks were required to enable the Warren Creek 
Railroad’s sole motive power, No. 1, a two-truck Climax geared 
locomotive, to reach the quarry. A crossing with the Arcata & Mad 
River was made below the station of Warren Creek and the two roads 
paralleled each other almost to Korblex, where the Warren Creek Rail- 
road connected with the Northwestern Pacific. Nearly the entire por- 
tion of the Warren Creek Railroad paralleling the Arcata & Mad River 
was built on piling driven into the river bank. After about three 
months of continuous operation, Minor lost the contract to a quarry 
at Trinidad and the railroad closed down. No. 1 was scrapped in 
1942, and the Arcata & Mad River purchased a short section of the 
Warren Creek Railroad right-of-way in 1952 which they had been 
leasing for road realignment. 

















IRL Co. 22 leaving Korbel in May, 1947, with 
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ROSTER OF LOCOMOTIVES — 45%" GAUGE 


Union Plank Walk & Railroad Company 


“Black Diamond” 


“Black Diamond” 


No. Name 


0-4-0 





Eureka Iron Wks., 1875 


Arcata Transportation Company 


0-4-0 


Eureka Iron Wks., 1875 


Arcata & Mad River Railroad 


1 “Black Diamond” 0-4-0 


2 “Arcata” 
3 “North Fork’ 


4 “Eureka” 
5 “Blue Lake’ 
6 “Hoopa”’ 


(i 


“Arcata” 


~m 


“North Fork’ 
3 “Eureka” 
4 “Blue Lake” 
5 “Hoopa”’ 


6 “Northern’”’ 


ll 
12 
101 


102 


Type Cyl. Drv. Wot. TF BP 
0-4-0T 6x10 24 12,000 125 
0-4-4T 
Rebuilt into 0-4-2 

0-4-2 

2-4-0 9x14 37 24,000 3,380 130 


2-4-0 10x16 37 32,000 6,000 160 


Locomotives Renumbered in 1903 


0-4-0T 6x10 24 12,000 125 
Scrapped 1932 


0-4-2 
Scrapped 1932 

0-4-2 
Scrapped 1932 


2-4-0 9x14 37 24,000 3,380 130 
Scrapped 1941 


2-4-0 10x16 37 32,000 6,000 160 
Scrapped 1942 


2-4-2 1lxl6 37 40,000 7,120 160 
Scrapped 1942 
STANDARD GAUGE 


2T Shay 11x12 32 100,000 22,580 200 
Ex Lamson Logging Co. No. 1, bought 1942 


Builder, Date, Number 
Eureka Iron Wks., 1875 
Porter, 1881 

Golden State & Miners 


Golden State & Miners 
Baldwin, 1888—9249 
Baldwin, 1901—18564 


Porter, 1881 

Golden State & Miners 
Golden State & Miners 
Baldwin, 1888—9249 
Baldwin, 1901—18564 


Baldwin, 1905—27073 


Lima, 1918—3014 


2-6-2 17x22 46 130,000 23,650 185 Alco, 1925—66317 
Ex McCloud River Railroad No. 23, bought 1953 


2-6-6-2T 17-26x24 44 212,000 37,600 200 


Baldwin, 1929—60870 


Ex Hammond Lmbr. Co. No. 6; Hammond Redw. Co. No. 12; bought 1951 


B-B 380 H.-P. 88,000 22,000 


GE, 1950—30473 


Ex Pine Flat Dam Contractors No. 30473, bought 1953 


B-B 380 H.-P. 88,000 22,000 


GE, 1950—30464 


Ex Pine Flat Dam Contractors No. 30464, bought 1954 


aD 





Largest geared power is NRL Co. No. 5. 
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A&MR No. 12 crossing Warren Creek trestle Korbel-bound. 
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ROSTER OF LOCOMOTIVES — 45%" GAUGE 


Humboldt Lumber Mill Company 


“Gypsy” 0-4-0T 


Northern Redwood Lumber Company 





No. Name Type Cyl. Drv. Wot. TF BP Builder, Date, Number 

1 “Gypsy” 0-4-0T 

2 2T Heisler 13x12 36 72,000 14,000 180 Heisler, 1906—1113 
* 3 2T Heisler 13x12 36 72,000 14,000 180 Heisler, 1910—1193 
S- 4 2T Heisler 14x12 33 80,000 16,180 180 Heisler, 1921—1447 


Locomotives Renumbered in 1921 


21 “Gypsy” 0-4-0T 


Scrapped 1932 
22 2T Heisler 13x12 36 72,000 14,000 180 Heisler, 1906—1113 
Converted to standard gauge in 1925 
23 2T Heisler 13x12 36 72,000 14,000 180 Heisler, 1910—1193 
Converted to standard gauge in 1925 
24 2T Heisler 14x12 33 80,000 16,180 180 Heisler, 1921—1447 ‘ 
Converted to standard gauge in 1925 
25 2T Heisler 14x12 33 80,000 16,180 180 Heisler, 1922—1471 


Converted to standard gauge in 1925 


STANDARD GAUGE 


5 3T Shay 12x15 36 174,700 30,350 200 Lima, 1924—3263 
Ex Mt. Shasta Power Corp. No. 5; Yosemite Sugar Pine Co. No. 5, 
bought 1945 


7 2-8-2T 20x24 44 191,000 35,200 190 Alco, 1926—67189 
Ex Charles Nelson Lmbr. Co. No. 7, bought 1928; leased to Hammond 
Redwood Co. 1937, No. 14; sold to U.S. Govt. 1942, No. 6955 





22 2T Heisler 13x12 36 72,000 14,000 180 Heisler, 1906—1113 
Scrapped 1951 

23 2T Heisler 13x12 36 72,000 14,000 180 Heisler, 1910—1193 
Scrapped 1945 

24 2T Heisler 14x12 33 80,000 16,180 180 Heisler, 1921—1447 
Wrecked 1943 

25 2T Heisler 14x12 33 80,000 16,180 180 Heisler, 1922—1471 





Scrapped 1952 
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Humboldt Northern Reilway 
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Vance’s hiead River Railroed 
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Dows Prairie 


To Crannel To 


Three months later the first of the diesels, No. 101, arrived, here shown leaving Korbel 
with the regular train. 
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